
BASKETS - HOW WERE THEY USED? 

You V70uld always f i n d some baskets i n I s r a e l . Baskets 

were used i n s t e a d of sacks, shopping bags and boxes we have 

today. 

The farmer used big baskets v;hen he picked h i s o l i v e s and 

h i s grapes. Some of these baskets were so big they v/ere c a r r i e d 

on a pole betx/een txvo men. 

The baker put h i s bread i n a big basket. He c a r r i e d t h i s 

basket on h i s head. Once Joseph x/as i n p r i s o n i n Egypt. There 

v/as a baker i n the p r i s o n too. T h i s baker had a dream he could 

not understand. I n h i s dream, the baker had three baskets on 

h i s head. I n the top basket there x/as bread f o r pharoah. 

B i r d s came and x/ere eating the bread i n t h i s basket. 

(See Genesis -10:17) 

The farmer had smaller baskets too. Every year x/hen he 

picked h i s grapes or o l i v e s or cut h i s v/heat, he used t h i s 

basket i n a s p e c i a l v/ay. He put the very f i r s t f r u i t that grev/ 

on h i s land i n t o a basket. He gave t h i s basket f u l l to God. 

(See Deuteronomy 26:2-4) I n t h i s x/ay he s a i d thank you to God 

f o r the land and f o r the r a i n and sun God had sent to make the 

p l a n t s grox7. 
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There r;ere small baskets that men c a r r i e d on a journey, 

the d i s c i p l e s used 12 baskets l i k e t h i s to gather a l l the 

bread l e f t over a f t e r Jesus f e d the 5000 people. (See 

Mark 6:43) 

Sometimes a mother i n I s r a e l used a basket to hold food 

she served her f a m i l y a t a meal. She used bigger baskets to 

sto r e some food f o r her f a m i l y . 

One basket xvas so big and so strong i t could be used to 

l i f t a man doxvn over a x v a l l . Remember a f t e r Paul became a 

C h r i s t i a n , he preached i n Damascus. The people i n that c i t y 

d i d not l i k e to hear P a u l . They planned to k i l l him. Men 

v/atched the gates of the c i t y day and night to catch P a u l . 

To see X7hat Paul's f r i e n d s d i d to save h i s l i f e , look i n 

Acts 9:25. 


