
0 E L ~ - ^ ^ ^ ™ ^ CAMEL DO FOR THE FAMILY? 

•.'.•1 

Every farmer i n I s r a e l wanted a t 

l e a s t one camel. I f the farmer 

was not too poor, he always had 

one camel among h i s animals. 

•Do. you knov/ why the farmer wanted a camel? The camel 

was very good as a pack animal. He could be used f o r long 

ins to i f t r i p s , t d 'far-away p l a c e s . He was f a s t e r then a hdrse. He 

could, see things f a r o f f . He could smell water even before 

iHs d r i v e r . On the farm the camel could c a r r y g r a i n to the 
1^ ^ f i e l d . - ' He could be hitched v/ith the oxen to help p u l l the 

plow. He could a l s o p u l l the threshing board. 

The camel a l s o gave d e l i c i o u s milk. One camel gave as 

much as 6 quarts of milk a day. 

The meat of the camel i s good to eat. However, the Jews 

did not eat t h i s meat. People xvho do eat i t , say i t t a s t e s 

l i k e the meat of a young c a l f . 

• 
Every spring the camel loses h i s f u r . Then the camel 

grows a new coat. The old f u r comes o f f f a s t . I t hangs i n 

long p i e c e s . The camel looks very ragged then. Men c o l l e c t 

the f u r . T h i s long coarse h a i r i s washed, spun i n t o thread 
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and woven i n t o c l o t h . T h i s camel's c l o t h i s warm and strong. 

I t i s used f o r b l a n k e t s , shawls, and coats. John the B a p t i s t 

wore a camel's h a i r garment. (Mark 1:6) 

The camel v/ould l i v e f o r 40 or 50 y e a r s . A farmer 

would not have to buy a camel very often. 

Do you know what a farmer uses today in s t e a d of a camel? 

What p u l l s h i s plow? 

What c a r r i e s h i s loads? 

What gives him s o f t warm c l o t h e s ? 

What gives him mi l k ? 

What gives him meat? 


