
I n some p l a c e s i n I s r a e l i t r a i n s only 2 inches the 

e n t i r e year. The v/hole land has f i v e months each year when 

there i s no r a i n anyv/here. The r i v e r s dry up. The water 

stops i n the sp r i n g s . Of course the people can not l i v e i n 

t h i s land u n l e s s they have v/ater. Water i s very v a l u a b l e . 

Long ago the people learned hovi to s t o r e the r a i n 

v/ater. A p i t dug i n the e a r t h was one way to s t o r e the 

rainv/ater. T h i s p i t was c a l l e d a c i s t e r n . I t was narroxver 

at the top than at the bottom. T h i s p i t v/as p l a s t e r e d on 

the i n s i d e to make i t w a t e r - t i g h t . Sometimes grooves were 

made i n the s u r f a c e around the c i s t e r n . T h i s helped to 

make the r a i n v/ater run i n t o the c i s t e r n . 

A person v/ho v/anted to get some x/ater from the c i s t e r n 

would go to the c i s t e r n with a long rope, a l e a t h e r bucket, 

and a x'/ater j a r . At some c i s t e r n s , you would j u s t stand on 

the edge of the c i s t e r n opening. You x/ould l e t down the 
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l e a t h e r bucket t i e d to your rope. VJhen your bucket was f u l l 

of water, you v/ould p u l l i t up and pour the v/ater i n t o your 

j a r . 

At other c i s t e r n s , you sometimes had to climb dov/n 

some steps i n t o the c i s t e r n i n order to get c l o s e r to the 

v/ater. Then you could l e t down your rope and l e a t h e r bucket. 

FIND OUT 

The prophet Jeremiah v/as put i n t o a c i s t e r n . 

What kind of a c i s t e r n was i t ? Read Jeremiah 38:6. 


