I read this article and thought of you and the men that you said deliberately did things to hurt you.  Paul said

"(He) gave them power and authority over all demons... 11 (Luke 9:1).

As Jesus went about preaching, He started to build His church. After praying for a whole night, He chose 12 disciples. One of the 12 was Judas, even though Jesus said, "I know those whom I have chosen."

Let us not be surprised that Jesus appointed a man who was weak, who was unable to resist temptation, and who eventually let himself be dominated by the devil. Paul wrote, "Those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary" (1 Corinthians 12:22). The church is made not only of strong people, but also of weak people. There is no church without weak members. If the weak were absent, to whom would the strong show their love?

One might ask why the Lord appointed Judas as His disciple. The answer is simple: Traitors will always live among Christians. David spoke prophetically for Jesus, saying, "Even my own familiar friend in whom I trusted, who ate my bread, has Lifted up his heel against me" (Psalm 41:9). It is sad to see how a close friend can turn against his fellow believer.

Some say Judas was doomed from the beginning and could not have acted differently. But how is this possible? Do they forget that God is full of mercy and love? Do they forget that Jesus went about doing nothing but good, that He died for all sinners without any exception? If an individual does not accept salvation, it is because he does not want it, not because God does not want it.

In fact, Jesus wept over Jerusalem, saying, I wanted to gather your children ... but you were not willing!" (Matthew 23:37). Jesus wants to save, but man does not want to be saved.

Man is free to, choose. Judas was free too. He was not programmed to be a traitor. He himself bears the responsibility for becoming a traitor. Otherwise it would mean that Jesus was devious in receiving him among the disciples and appointing him as an apostle. Jesus would have had to label Judas a son of damnation, meanwhile allowing him to delude himself into believing he was a disciple Like the others. We cannot believe something like this about Jesus!

Judas confessed with his own tongue, after Jesus was crucified, "I have sinned by betraying innocent blood." Therefore, he himself acknowledged that all, the guilt belonged to him and not to God.

Judas was close to Jesus. Let us think well of this! Soon Judas was

to become a devil. Then why should we get upset if we cannot have only angels around us? Let us withstand the devil, as Jesus resisted Judas' suggestions. When Jesus gave the disciples power over evil spirits, Judas was included, though he was a man weak in faith. Not only the strong in faith, but also the weak are given this power. It is only necessary to have faith 'as a mustard seed." Judas, like the other disciples, was given power over the devil, over the wiles of the enemy.

Jesus gives this power to us as well, to faithful Christians weak or strong. But you seldom find a man who uses this power.

God created Adam in His image and instructed him to "have dominion... over every living thing that moves on the earth" (Genesis 1:28). Yet it was a crawler, a snake, that caused his downfall and took dominion over him not because Adam did not have power to defeat it, but because he did not use what he was given.

Often we too allow ourselves to be mastered by things over which Jesus has given us power. Instead of using the strength the Savior provides over evil, many Christians have accepted teachings forged by devils that "it is impossible not to commit sin." Since

Scripture clearly states the contrary, some came up with another theory, namely, that the inner man does not commit sin, but rather the outward man. In other words, "I might be a thief and an adulterer outwardly, but I am a faithful Christian inside, even a servant of God." What a fraud!

Scripture says, "Whoever abides in Him does not sin, Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous. He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God. In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother" (I John 3:6‑10).

Once he was received among Jesus' disciples, Judas had access to the Source of strength not to commit sin, but he did not use that strength, just as many Christians today leave it unused. Brothers and sisters, "be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might ... that you may be able to stand against the wiles of
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