
CLU - 3 ~ THE PRAYER SHAWL 

I n h i s home, when the boy 

J e s u s saw Joseph w i t h a s p e c i a l 

shav7l over h i s head and s h o u l d e r s -

then J e s u s knev; t h a t Joseph v/as 

p r a y i n g . 

'./hen J e s u s v/ent to the 

synagogue to hear God' s V/ord, He 

sav/ t h a t each man v;ho came had a 

shav/1 l i k e t h i s on h i s arm. '.'/hen 

t h e man s a t dov;n, he put the shax/l 

over h i s head and s h o u l d e r s . 

J e s u s had a shawl l i k e t h i s too. I t i s c a l l e d a P r a y e r 

Shav/1 or a T a l l i t h . 

T h i s s h a w l i s about 6 f e e t s q u a r e . I t i s made o f f i n e 

c o t t o n or v;ool. There a r e wide, b l a c k s t r i p e s on the. ends 

of t h e s h a w l . But t h e most i m p o r t a n t p a r t were the t a s s e l s . 

The t a s s e l s had to have S t h r e a d s and 5 k n o t s . T h e r e i/ere 

t a s s e l s a t the c o r n e r s . Sometimes t h e r e was a f r i n g e a l l 

a c r o s s t h e ends of the p r a y e r s h a w l . 
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O f t e n t h e s e s h a w l s were d e c o r a t e d vixth the s p e c i a l 

s t a r l i k e t h e one on the f l a g of I s r a e l . The s p e c i a l t a s s e l 

might be f a s t e n e d i n the c e n t e r of t h i s s t a r l i k e t h i s . 

Even today those J e w i s h people who f o l l o v / the r u l e s o f 

the c h u r c h c l o s e l y , v/ear p r a y e r shaxvls. 


