
- WHY WOULD A MAN TEAR HIS CLOTHES ON PURPOSE? © 
To sho;/ sorrov/ | 

VJhen a man i n the Old Testament heard sad news, he shov;ed 

h i s sadness by t e a r i n g h i s c l o t h e s . So when David heard of the 

death of King S a u l , he " r e n t " h i s c l o t h e s . (See I I Samuel 1:2,11) 

Reuben rent h i s c l o t h e s when he found that Joseph was not 

i n the p i t . The brothers had put him the r e . Then without 

Reuben laiowing v/hat they were doing, the other brothers s o l d 

Joseph to some merchants going to Egypt. (See Genesis 37:29) 

Then the brothers showed Jacob, t h e i r f a t h e r , Joseph's 

bloody coat. Jacob thought Joseph was dead. He rent h i s 

c l o t h e s . (Genesis 37:34) 

To shov7 God you were so r r y and v/ould not keep on with s i n 

Sometimes a man rent h i s c l o t h e s to show God he v/as t r u l y 

s orry and would not keep on si n n i n g . King J o s i a h rent h i s 

cl o t h e s when he heard God's Word that had been l o s t f o r so long. 

J o s i a h knew that he and the people had not kept t h i s Word of 

God. He v/as very s o r r y . So he tore h i s c l o t h e s . 

(See I I Kings 22:11,19) 
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Sometimes when people would t e a r t h e i r c l o t h e s , they 

were not t r u l y sorry f o r t h e i r s i n s . They d i d not intend to 

stop s i n n i n g . God s a i d to such people -

Rend your heart and not your garments. 

( J o e l 2:13) 

I t i s no good to pretend to God. I f you are not so r r y , God 

knows. You cannot prove you are so r r y j u s t by t e a r i n g your 

garment. 
The Lord loves us so much and He i n v i t e s each one of us. 

Turn to me v i i t h a l l your h e a r t . 
( J o e l 2:12) 


