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Most o f t h e time a home i n I s r a e l xvas k e p t v/arm by t h e hot 

sun. But X7hen i t v/as v e r y c o l d or r a i n y a f i r e might be needed. 

A hone v/ould a t l e a s t have a h o l e c u t i n t h e f l o o r l i n e d 

w i t h s t o n e s . The f i r e c o u l d be dept b u r n i n g h e r e . T h i s f i r e 

x7as u s e d f o r c o o k i n g . Sometimes t h i s f i r e was needed o n l y f o r 

h e a t . Then x/iien t h e f i r e had burned dox-m to r e d c o a l s , a board 

was p l a c e d o v e r t h e s t o v e . A c a r p e t x/as l a i d on top. T h i s 

h e l p e d t o keep t h e house warm f o r a long t i m e . 

Some hones had a n o t h e r k i n d of s t o v e c a l l e d a b r a z i e r . 

U s u a l l y round m e t a l r i n g s were f a s t e n e d t o l e g s . A bronze or 

•i / ' ^ ^ ' l I p o t t e r y bowl, s e t i n t h e r i n g s , 

I f x/as c o o l on t h e n i g h t t h a t J e s u s v/as a r r e s t e d . He x/as 

l e d ax/ay to be t r i e d a t t h e hone o f t h e h i g h p r i e s t . A f i r e xvas 

b u r n i n g i n t h e c e n t e r o f t h e h a l l . The s e r v a n t s v/ere xvarming 

t h e m s e l v e s by t h e f i r e . P e t e r x/ent t o x/arm h i m s e l f t h e r e t oo. 

One o f t h e maids sax/ him and s a i d -

x/ere c o l d you came c l o s e t o t h i s 

h e l d t h e c h a r c o a l f i r e . I f you 

f i r e to v/arm y o u r s e l f . 

T h i s man x/as x/ith J e s u s 

T h a t x/as x/hen P e t e r s a i d -

VJoman, I do not Iznovi Him. 
(S e e Luke 22:55-62) 
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T h e r e i s a n o t h e r time i n t h e B i b l e when v/e r e a d about a 

K i n g v7ho s a t by a f i r e t o warm h i m s e l f . T h i s f i r e xvas p r o b a b l y 

i n a b r a z i e r . The k i n g xvas J e h o i a k i m . God t o l d J e r e m i a h to 

w r i t e l i i s words about I s r a e l . God gave t h e xvords. J e r e m i a h 

S D o k e them. B a r u c h xvrote the xvords on a s c r o l l . Then B a r u c h 

r e a d t h e xvords i n f r o n t o f t h e p e o p l e . J e r e m i a h c o u l d not g e t 

out to r e a d them. He xvas i n p r i s o n . F i n a l l y , K i n g Je h o i a i c i m 

h e a r d about t h i s . He commanded -

B r i n g t h a t s c r o l l t o me! 
Read i t ! 

When p a r t o f t h e s c r o l l was r e a d , t h e king, took h i s p e n l c n i f e 

and c u t t h e xvords out of the s c r o l l . The k i n g h e l d i t i n t h e 

f i r e u n t i l i t xvas burned. But God gave the v;ords to J e r e m i a h 

a g a i n and J e r e m i a h w r o t e them once more. ( S e e J e r e m i a h 36:22-23) 

T h i s i s one o f t h e h a p p enings i n the B i b l e t h a t h e l p us 

to knoxv t h a t God's Word cannot be d e s t r o y e d . Other men have 

t r i e d t o do t h i s but t h e B i b l e i s s t i l l r e a d and l o v e d . 


